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Overview of Findings:   
 
Cocaine consequences dominate indicators among all abused drugs in Miami-Dade 
County.  Yet, the number of cocaine-related deaths declined in the first half of 2007 
as compared to the previous six months.  Declines in heroin indicators have 
occurred as rising consequences for prescription narcotic analgesics have stabilized 
and remain among the lowest in the State. MDMA-related deaths are now detected 
in-combination with methamphetamine because both drugs are found in ecstasy 
tablets.  The numbers of consequences related to benzodiazepines declined 
between the second half of 2006 and the first half of 2007 following a sharp rise from 
2005 to 2006.   Miami-Dade County has one of the highest per capita rates of AIDS 
cases in the nation at 64.6 cases per 100,000 people with 1/5 of the cases linked to 
injecting drug use.  Emerging trends include monitoring availability and purity of 
South American cocaine and the spread to new user groups of ecstasy containing 
methamphetamine and MDMA. 
 
 

Report HighlightsReport Highlights
Trends Trends 

July July –– December 2006 vs. January December 2006 vs. January –– June 2007June 2007

•• Cocaine Dominates illicit drug  problems (Deaths        )Cocaine Dominates illicit drug  problems (Deaths        )

•• Heroin IndicatorsHeroin Indicators

•• Rx Opiate IndicatorsRx Opiate Indicators

•• Methamphetamine, Low but       ,  Among Hidden Pop.Methamphetamine, Low but       ,  Among Hidden Pop.

•• Ecstasy on the          Now mixed with MethamphetamineEcstasy on the          Now mixed with Methamphetamine

•• Marijuana Consequences # 2Marijuana Consequences # 2

•• Benzodiazepines Indicators Benzodiazepines Indicators 

•• New AIDS Cases      New AIDS Cases      
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Updated Drug Abuse Patterns and Emerging Trends: 
 
Crack/Powder Cocaine 
 
 Miami-Dade has the highest proportion of cocaine-related emergency department 
(ED) reports and crime lab cases among all major urban areas in the nation with 
60% of illicit drug ED reports and 2/3 of crime lab cases during the first half of 2007. 
While cocaine was linked to 57 percent of drug-related deaths (excluding alcohol), 
the number of deaths related to it declined 21-percent in Miami-Dade County and 3-
percent across the State between the last half of 2006 and the first half of 2007.  
These declines reverse rising numbers of cocaine-related deaths for the State since 
2000 and since 2004 locally.  Polysubstance abuse was associated with 55 percent 
of local cocaine-related deaths during the first half of 2007 and 75 percent Statewide.  
Cocaine accounted for 76 percent of addiction treatment primary admissions 
(excluding alcohol) during the year from July 2006 through June 2007 in Miami-Dade 
County as reported by the South Florida Provider Coalition.  Among the1,027 
cocaine treatment admissions 72 percent cited crack cocaine as their primary drug 
problem.  There were 13,519 crime lab cases in Miami-Dade County in the Fiscal 
Year from October 2006 to September 2006 representing 67 percent of all items 
analyzed.   Availability of cocaine appears plentiful while ethnographic sources 
suggest that users report lower street purity and dealers complain about lower profits 
because of more adulterated, less pure cocaine coming into the United States.  
Some South American cocaine is now being sent to Europe via Western Africa, 
suggesting possible future declines in availability and purity of the drug in the US.   
Cocaine is increasingly viewed as the major Club Drug along with alcohol.  
 

Cocaine Is # 1 In Consequences Cocaine Is # 1 In Consequences 

JanuaryJanuary--June 2007 June 2007 
(Excluding Alcohol)(Excluding Alcohol)

67 %67 %Crime LabCrime Lab

76 %76 %PrimaryPrimary

TreatmentTreatment

60 %60 %ED ReportsED Reports
Excludes MedicationsExcludes Medications

57 %57 %DeathsDeaths

MiamiMiami--DadeDade

% of All Drugs% of All Drugs

ConsequenceConsequence
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CocaineCocaine--Related Deaths   Related Deaths   

in Florida 1991in Florida 1991-- 1H 20071H 2007
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Polysubstance Use Among State of Florida      

Cocaine-Related Deaths 2001 – 1H 2007

SOURCE: Florida Dept. of Law Enforcement, Florida Medical    

Examiners Commission Reports 2001- 2007
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DAWN ED Miami-Dade County Sample and     

Reporting Information:  January–June 2007

Total 

Eligible 

Hospital

s1

No. of 

Hospitals 

in DAWN 

Sample

Total 

EDs in 

DAWN 

Sample2

No. of EDs Reporting 

Month: Completeness 

of Data (%) 

No. of EDs 

Not 

Reporting
90–

100%
50–

89%
<50%

21 19 19 6-9 0-3 0–1 10-11

1 Short-term, general, non-Federal hospitals with 24-hour emergency departments 

based  on the American Hospital Association Annual Survey.
2   Some hospitals have more than one emergency department.

SOURCE:  DAWN Live!, OAS, SAMHSA, updated 12/10, 2007 

 
 
 
 

Numbers of Selected Drug Reports in 

Miami-Dade County DAWN ED Data (Unweighted1), 

by Drug Category:  January–June 2007

1      
The unweighted data are from 8-9 Miami-Dade EDs reporting to DAWN in Jan-Jun 2007. All DAWN cases are reviewed for quality control. Based on

this review, cases may be corrected or deleted, and, therefore, are subject to change.

SOURCE:  Miami – Dade County Division EDs DAWN Live!,   OAS, SAMHSA, updated 12/10, 2007
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Heroin 
 
Downward trends of heroin consequences continued in the first half of 2007 for 
Miami-Dade as well as the State with a 53-percent decline in heroin-related deaths 
locally since the last half of 2006 and a 13-percent decline Statewide.  There were 7 
Miami-Dade County heroin-related deaths in the first half of 2007 representing 5 
percent of all local drug related-death mentions (excluding alcohol).   There were 350 
emergency department heroin reports from a limited sample of 9 Miami-Dade 
hospitals in the first half of 2007 representing 10 percent of all illicit drug reports.  
There were 117 primary treatment admissions for opiates (including heroin and/or 
prescription narcotic analgesics) between July 2006 and June 2007 representing 8.6 
percent of all clients (excluding those with a primary alcohol admission). Heroin 
accounted for 553 crime lab cases in Miami-Dade County in the Fiscal Year from 
October 2006 to September 2006 representing 3 percent of all items analyzed.   
 

HeroinHeroin--InducedInduced Deaths in Florida 1996Deaths in Florida 1996--20072007
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Other Opiates/Narcotics:  
 
Most areas of the Florida have higher numbers and per capita rates of prescription 
narcotic non-medical use and abuse than does Miami-Dade County.  Deaths related 
to this group of medications declined 45-percent between the second half of 2006 
and the first half of 2007 totaling 32.  Among emergency department reports for the 
non-medical use of any medication in the first half of 2007, 21 percent (or 246 
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reports) were for narcotic analgesics.  There were 117 primary treatment admissions 
for opiates (including heroin and/or prescription narcotic analgesics) between July 
2006 and June 2007 representing 8.6 percent of all clients (excluding those with a 
primary alcohol admission).  The National Forensic Laboratory Information System 
(NFLIS) reported there were 124 narcotic analgesic crime lab items tested in Miami-
Dade County between October 2006 and September 2007 or less than one percent 
of all items analyzed. Oxycodone medications accounted for 63 percent of these 
narcotic analgesic crime lab cases.  By contrast neighboring Broward County had 
549 narcotic analgesic crime lab cases in a similar time period or 5 percent of all 
items analyzed. 
 

--45%45%32325858

RxRx

OpiateOpiate

--53%53%771515HeroinHeroin

ΔΔ1H071H072H062H06DrugDrug

Opiate-Related Deaths 
June-December 2006 Vs January-June 2007

Miami-Dade County

 
 
Methamphetamine 
 
Indicators of methamphetamine abuse remain low with about one percent or less of 
emergency department reports, treatment admissions and crime lab cases.  There 
were just 16 emergency department reports in the first half of 2007 from a sample of 
9 reporting hospitals. Only 12 clients cited methamphetamine as their primary drug 
of abuse or 0.8 percent of all admissions (excluding alcohol) reported by the South 
Florida Provider Coalition in the year from July 2006 to June 2007.  NFLIS data 
report 93 methamphetamine crime lab cases in Miami-Dade County for the period 
October 2006 to September 2007.  
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Florida Methamphetamine Florida Methamphetamine 

DeathsDeaths

•• 2003 =   2003 =   7777 DeathsDeaths

•• 2004 =   2004 =   9393 DeathsDeaths

•• 2005 = 2005 = 115 115 DeathsDeaths

•• 29 Caused By Methamphetamine29 Caused By Methamphetamine

•• 86 Methamphetamine Present at time of Death86 Methamphetamine Present at time of Death

•• 2006 = 117 Deaths2006 = 117 Deaths
•• 21 Caused By Methamphetamine21 Caused By Methamphetamine

•• 96 Methamphetamine Present at time of Death96 Methamphetamine Present at time of Death

•• First Half of 2007 = 57 DeathsFirst Half of 2007 = 57 Deaths
•• 19 Caused By Methamphetamine19 Caused By Methamphetamine

•• 38  Methamphetamine Present at time of Death38  Methamphetamine Present at time of Death
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Source: FDLE Florida Medical Examiners Commission Interim Report 2007  
 

 
MDMA (ecstasy) 
 
There were 49 MDMA emergency department reports in the first half of 2007 from 
the sample of 9 hospitals reporting representing 1 percent of all such illicit drug 
reports. The NFLIS reported 386 (or 2 percent of all items) MDMA cases in Miami-
Dade County between October 2006 and September 2007.  It is believed that the 
data reflect increasing number of ecstasy tablets that contain both MDMA and 
methamphetamine. Deaths involving the combination of these two drugs are 
observed mainly among young adult African American males who died of gun shot 
wounds reflecting the increasing use of ecstasy associated with the Hip Hop Club 
scene.   
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Marijuana 
 
Indicators of marijuana consequences remain stable and high ranking second to 
cocaine.   More than ¼ of emergency department reports for all non-alcohol illicit 
drugs were for marijuana during the first half of 2007 totaling 915 reports. There 
were 184 primary treatment admissions for marijuana between July 2006 and June 
2007 representing 14 percent of all clients (excluding those with a primary alcohol 
admission).  Marijuana accounted for 24 percent or 4,886 crime lab items analyzed 
in Miami-Dade County during the year from October 2006 to September 2007. 

MarijuanaMarijuana Ranks # 2Ranks # 2 InIn Consequences Consequences 

% of all Drugs    January % of all Drugs    January –– June 2007 June 2007 
(Excluding Alcohol)(Excluding Alcohol)

24 %24 %Crime LabCrime Lab

14 %14 %

PrimaryPrimary

TreatmentTreatment

26 %26 %ED ReportsED Reports

MiamiMiami--DadeDade

% of All% of All

ConsequenceConsequence

 
 
 
 
Benzodiazepines 
 
Alprazolam (Xanax) is the most frequently cited benzodiazepine observed in most 
abuse indicators.  Benzodiazepines accounted for 25 (or 17 percent of all) drug-
related deaths (excluding alcohol) during the first half of 2007, representing a 61-
percent decline from the previous six months.  There were 323 benzodiazepine 
emergency department reports in the first half of 2007 or 27 percent of all non-
medical prescription drug reports in Miami-Dade County.  The 358 Miami-Dade crime 
lab cases analyzed from October 2006 to September 2007 represented 2 percent of 
all items tested. 
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--61%61%

--49 %49 %
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BenzodiazepineBenzodiazepine--Related Deaths Related Deaths 

January January ––June 2007June 2007

2525MiamiMiami--DadeDade

4242OrlandoOrlando

9090TampaTampa

9696BrowardBroward

7575Palm BeachPalm Beach

101101JacksonvilleJacksonville

122122St. PetersburgSt. Petersburg

Benzodiazepine Benzodiazepine 

Related DeathsRelated Deaths
ME DistrictME District

Source: FDLE Florida Medical Examiners Commission Interim Report 2007
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HIV/AIDS 
 
The number of new AIDS cases declined 30-percent in Miami-Dade County from the 
first half of 2006 to the first half of 2007. Transmission categories remain unchanged 
between 2006 and 2007 for Miami-Dade County and the State at 40 percent for the 
category of men who have sex with other men (MSM), 17 percent for injecting drug 
users (IDUs), and an additional 4 percent for MSM who are also IDUs. 
 
Emerging Patterns 
 
Patterns of cocaine trafficking including purity of the drug sold in wholesale quantities 
should be monitored for changes in its availability and possible shifts in measures of 
its consequences.  Increases in MDMA consequences suggest rising availability of 
the drug often containing methamphetamine and more ecstasy use among Hispanics 
and African Americans.   
 
 
 
 

 
For inquiries regarding this report, please contact James N. Hall, Center for the Study 

and Prevention of Substance Abuse, Nova Southeastern University,  Up Front Drug 

Information Center, 13287 Southwest 124 Street, Miami, Florida 33186, 

Phone: (786) 242-8222),    E-mail: upfrontin@aol.com. 
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Data Sources 
 

 (1) Drug-Related Death data are from the Florida Medical Examiners Commission 
2007 Interim Report on Drugs Identified In Deceased Persons by Florida Medical 
Examiners covering the first half of 200.7  
 
(2)  Unweighted emergency department (ED) Drug Abuse Warning Network 
(DAWN) Live! data from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administrationôs (SAMHSA) Office of Applied Studies (OAS) are reported for the 
period January 2007 through June of 2007 for the Miami-Dade Division of DAWN 
Live!  No comparisons with earlier time periods can be made. Weighted ED DAWN 
data are not yet available.  
 
(3) Treatment data were provided by the South Florida Provider Coalition and are 
from all publicly-funded residential adult treatment programs in the County and cover 
the two semi-annual periods from July  to December 2006 and January  to June 
2007. These data are also reported to the State of Florida for inclusion in its 
Treatment Episode Data Sets (TEDS) submission to SAMHSA.    
 
(4) Forensic laboratory data were provided by the National Forensic Laboratory 
Information System (NFLIS), Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), for fiscal year 
2007 (October 2006 to September 2007). While these data are described, they 
cannot be compared with earlier data to establish trends, as a new methodology 
renders them noncomparable.  
 
(5) Drug price and purity data are from the Domestic Monitoring Program (DMP) 
report for 2006, compared to the report for 2005. Drug pricing data for South Florida 
were also derived from the National Drug Intelligence Center (NDIC), National Illicit 
Drug Prices, June 2007.  
 
(6) Ethnographic data are from Up Front Drug Information Hotline Calls. 
 
(7) HIV/AIDS data for January-June 2007 are from the Miami-Dade and Florida 
Departments of Health. 


